
Faculty Reading Circle Report - At Home In The World by Tsh Oxenreider  

“Once you have traveled the voyage never ends, but is played over and over again in the quietest chambers. 

The mind can never break off from the journey.” P. Conroy 

Members: 

Ms. Loretta Campbell – Honors Program. Quote: “The world is a classroom.” 

Dr. Yen Dang – School of Pharmacy Quote: “Yen means bird that heals.” 

Dr. G. Hura – Department of Math and Computer Science. Quote: “Traveled the world professionally.” 

Dr. Caleb Nindo – Department of Food Science and Technology. Quote: “Global citizen.” 

Dr. April Stull – Department of Human Ecology. Quote: “Learning to alleviate fears of traveling with students”  

Facilitator: Dr. Lombuso S. Khoza – Center for International Education. Quote: “To travel is to live.” 

Meeting discussions 

 The group’s meeting discussions occurred on April 8th, 10th, 16th, 24th and concluded May 14th, 2019 for 

two hours in the afternoons in the Center for International Education conference room. 

 The facilitator proposed that each group member focus on a specific part of the book to lead the weekly 

discussions. The Circle was in agreement that this proposal: Part I – Khoza, Part II – Dang, Part III – 

Stull, Intermission – Hura, Part IV – Nindo, Part V – Khoza, and Part VI – Campbell. 

 Each part of the book began with a quote that set the stage of what was to come in the subsequent 

chapters. 

Group book review 

 The book review began with an overall thought of what the title meant to each Circle member and the 

anticipation of what it would mean to delve further into the book. Feedback on this question revealed that 

each Circle member could relate with a personal story of travel, both domestic and international, and how 

the author’s perceptions of what was to come was a similar feeling shared by the entire Circle. 

 With the exception of three Circle members, all had traveled internationally with children. This enriched 

and stimulated the conversation each week as the author shared in the chapters how it was to deal with 

children when traveling on a budget and the preparation needed to guide them through international travel 

to destinations unfamiliar to the children 

Report on lessons learned based on book content 

The experiences of the author brought to the fore discussions on experiences with students in the classroom when 

delivering global-infused content; dealing with questions from students; using international travel experience to 

share stories and teaching examples; instilling a curiosity for travel in general; revealing one-self to others; 

dealing with anxiety; the need for exploration; learning about different communities way of life; western vs non-

western ideals and realities; supporting others; encourage conversation with those considered different from us; 

and the gift of travel. Part IV of the book chapter’s opening quote states in part that “nobody can discover the 

world for someone else.” The Circle found this apt in terms of the current world’s situation and how, as faculty, 

we are challenged to empower our students to be mindful global citizens across our disciplines. The Circle 

discovered that, as multi-disciplinary as we are, we still share the common goal of teaching our students to 

understand the world they live in and how they can be critical thinkers to enhance the reality of life upon 

graduation. Promoting study abroad is important to understand their global ‘classroom’ and ‘discover their 

world,’ as they move about their daily experiences.  The Circle concluded that a cultural immersion experience is 

necessary for all to experience life and be “at home in the world.” All of our students and peers need to go into the 

world to experience life’s stories. 


